
We are excited to introduce two new members to the SICOG Team

Beth Waddle 
Executive Director

I am excited and honored to begin my role as
Executive Director of SICOG. I’m almost 30 days
in and have decided it is a good thing I like to
read contracts and legal documents. Just to give
you a little background, I previously was the
Executive Director of the Adams Community
Economic Development Corporation for almost
two decades and had been a part-time program
manager of the award-winning Main Street
Corning while serving as the Executive Director of
the Adams Community Chamber of Commerce. I
was raised in Adams County, then left to attend
college. I have lived in Nebraska, Missouri and
New York before returning to Iowa in 1988.  Upon
my return to Iowa I worked as a legal secretary,
an insurance specialist, and as Executive Director
of the Southwest Iowa Coalition before accepting
a position in 2001 with ACEDC and Chamber.  I
have been an active community volunteer and
recently received the Joe Cook Lifetime Volunteer
Award in Corning, an Iowa Rural Development
Council “Iowa Rural Hero” award, and volunteer
award from the Iowa High School Athletic
Association.  My husband, Dan and I are proud to
live in the SICOG region. I look forward to
meeting with everyone and continuing the SICOG
legacy of excellent service to our counties and
communities.

My name is Kendra Wilkinson and I recently
accepted a job with SICOG as a Planning Tech.
Born and raised in Corning, I moved to Creston in
2015 to attend SWCC. In 2018, I moved back
home, and currently reside on a farm South of
Corning with my fiancé, Aaron, and our pup,
Luna. With plans to further my education in the
future, I am beyond grateful for this opportunity,
and I am very excited to grow with such a great
organization.

Kendra Wilkinson
Planning Tech

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR  
Governor Kim Reynolds ★ Lt. Governor Adam Gregg   
 
Gov. Reynolds announces $20M investment in nonprofits to serve Iowans in need 
DES MOINES -- On May 26, 2022 Gov. Reynolds announced a $20 million investment to help nonprofit
organizations in Iowa expand to meet the needs of more Iowans.
  
The new Nonprofit Innovation Fund will provide a competitive grant opportunity to help nonprofit
organizations make transformational investments in vertical infrastructure that will enable them to offer
additional services or help more Iowans. 

“Iowa nonprofits provide critical support to Iowans most in need,” said Gov. Reynolds. “While these
organizations work around the clock to meet today’s needs, the Nonprofit Innovation Fund will provide
innovative and transformational investments to help prepare Iowans for tomorrow.” 

Nonprofits are encouraged to apply with shovel ready projects that expand the number of services provided
to Iowans and/or projects that increase the number of Iowans served by the nonprofit. Eligible expenses for
infrastructure projects include construction costs, acquisition, site development, engineering and
architectural services. The program provides awards up to $3 million for infrastructure projects. 

Applications will be accepted starting June 27th at iowagrants.gov. Grant recipients must have all funds
obligated no later than December 31, 2024 and expended by June 30, 2026. For more information,
visit iowaeda.com/nonprofit-innovation-fund/. 

Funding for this grant opportunity is made available through the federal American Rescue Plan Act. 

 

Planner’s Desk – Pondering Parking Policies
Nothing reshapes our way of planning in modern America more than parking.  Many zoning and subdivision
regulations are built around cars and traffic rather than around quality of life and sustainability.  The problem
with parking, and most transportation as a whole, is that it is no real asset.  The only time it is a true asset is
when there is some kind of income to be generated, normally through property taxes for garages and parking
permits and fees.
 
Certainly, some parking is needed.  SICOG performed an interesting study when updating Creston’s
comprehensive plan a few years ago.  We walked around the downtown area, called Uptown Creston, and
counted roughly 1,100 parking spaces, nearly 75% of which were public parking spaces, meaning they were
City owned, were on public ROW, or were otherwise not privately controlled.  Many of these were off-street
parking areas, meaning they took the place of potentially viable building spaces that could generate tax
revenue and economic activity. Only a few times each year, during the main parades/festivals, do anywhere
nearly all the public parking spaces fill up and some parking areas are almost always entirely vacant.  Yet,
there were people who would say during the planning process that the lack of parking in Uptown was
hindering development. 
 
I would venture the opposite is true.  When someone sees lots of open space with concrete, it looks
uninviting.  I’d feel like my car is invited but I personally am not.  What is true is that people will park and walk
some distance to see or experience something they really enjoy, as illustrated in any major city.  People walk
a few blocks to Court Avenue in Des Moines or the Old Market in Omaha.  We need community centers that
attract people and they will make good use of the parking available.
 
Besides a master planning process facilitated by a design firm with a pulse on this issue, one area where this
comes to the fore is zoning.  Many rural towns have adopted zoning codes with, in my opinion, arbitrary off-
street parking regulations.  An example may be 1 parking stall for every 100 square feet of retail space.  First,
this type of policy is flawed once we consider that the use or parcel in question may have different features or
surroundings compared to others, yet the zoning regulations apply the same to a broad area.  Second, it
assumes all retail is the same or that even one type of retail has universal parking needs.  Finally, it bases its
policies on parking and retail trends from the past.  I would contend that a modern retail store does not need
more parking than the store itself.  
 
Let us ponder our parking policies a bit more.  It may attract modern and innovative developers and
development to our region, which we desperately need.

Disaster Mitigation Funding

The State of Iowa will receive FEMA disaster funding under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) as
part of Presidential disaster declaration DR-4642-IA (February 23, 2022) as a result of severe storms, straight-
line winds and tornadoes that occurred in our State in December 2021.
 
Project Types
The State is accepting Notice of Interests (NOIs) for those eligible hazard mitigation project types that will
reduce or eliminate losses from future natural disasters, including but not limited to:

Priority #1 (category A) Property Acquisition/Elevation, electric utility hardening, detention basins,
warning sirens.
Priority #2 (category B) Elevate/protect wastewater lift stations, backup generators.
Priority #3 (category C) Tornado Safe Rooms, small flood barriers.

 
Eligible Applicants
Potentially eligible applicants include State agencies and local governments and private nonprofit (PNP)
organizations or institutions that operate a PNP facility as defined in the 44 Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 206.221(e).
 
Cost Share
This is a cost share grant program which means that awarded grants will be funded as follows:

Federal (FEMA) share of total eligible costs – 75% maximum
Non Federal share of total eligible costs – 25%
State of Iowa – 10% (typical )
Local – 15%

 
Applicants need not be located in a disaster area, but must complete the appropriate (project specific) NOI
form located in the EMGrantsPro grants management system. The NOI forms can be found on the Iowa
Homeland Security & Emergency Management website. NOI’s will be accepted on a continuous basis or until
otherwise notified.
 
If your jurisdiction is interested in submitting a Notice of Interest or you have questions regarding this program
please contact Jeremy Rounds at 641-782-8491 or rounds@sicog.com.

Source/Program Funding Uses
SICOG Due

Date

FEMA Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program

Hazard mitigation plans and projects, including tornado
safe rooms, building and utility retrofits, minor flood control

projects, elevations and relocations of buildings in flood
hazard areas and storm water management projects

(Eligible: local governments and some nonprofits)

Floating (NOIs as
soon as possible)

USDA Housing
Preservation Grants

Grants for renovation and rehab of rental and owner-
occupied housing used by low and moderate income

persons (Eligible: local governments and certain
nonprofits).

July 1

EPA Brownfields Job
Training Grants

Grants allow nonprofit and other eligible organizations to
recruit, train, and retain a local, skilled workforce by

prioritizing unemployed and under-employed, including low-
income individuals living in areas affected by solid and

hazardous waste in environmental jobs.

July 1

Future Ready Iowa Child
Care Business Incentive

Grant

Provides grants to support child care projects across the
state. Potential projects could include the creation and

development of an on-site child care center or a partnership
with an existing child care center to create new child care
slots paid for by a local employer (Eligible: employers and

consortiums of employers)

July 1

REAP Open Spaces
Program

State funding for recreation, conservation, and outdoor
resources projects, including land acquisition and

development.  Funding is available up to 100% of the costs.
(Eligible: local governments).

July 1

Iowa Women’s
Foundation Building

Community Childcare
Solutions Grant

This grant funds innovative solutions to childcare issues in
a community (Eligible: local governments and certain

nonprofits).
July 15

Iowa Statewide
Transportation

Alternatives Program
(TAP)

A variety of smaller-scale transportation projects such as
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, recreational trails, safe
routes to school projects, and community improvements

such as historic preservation, vegetation management, and
some environmental mitigation related to storm water and

habitat connectivity (Eligible: local governments and certain
nonprofits).

July 31

Iowa DOT Federal
Recreational Trails Grant

Establish recreational trails throughout Iowa. The program
is restricted to the acquisition, construction or improvement
of recreational trails open for public use or trails which will
be dedicated public use upon completion.  This grant is

very competitive, so SICOG is interested in major projects,
especially those that connect one trail to another or connect

two communities or destinations (Eligible: local
governments and certain nonprofits).

July 31

RISE Local
Development Grant

Funding to provide road/street access to expand business
opportunities (Eligible: local governments)

August 15

Wellmark Foundation
MATCH Grants

Up to $100,000 Safe and healthy environments for people
to be active (trails, parks, playgrounds, other recreational
projects) and up to $50,000 for access to healthy foods

(food programs, community gardens, etc.) (Eligible: local
governments and certain nonprofits).

August 1 for
access to food

CDBG Water and Sewer
Program

Water and wastewater capital improvements: plants, mains,
lagoons, pumps, towers, etc. (Eligible: local governments)

August 15 (next
quarterly round)

IDNR Water Recreation
Access Cost-share

Program

Provides funds for constructing and improving boat access
facilities to Iowa’s lakes and streams.  Projects can include

boat launching ramps, docks, and related infrastructure
(Eligible: local governments)

September 1

IDNR Solid Waste
Alternatives Program

Program to encourage landfill alternatives – recycling,
diversion, new technologies, new manufacturing processes,

etc. (Eligible: local governments and certain nonprofits)
September 1

Certified Local
Government Program

Program that funds projects related to historic preservation,
such as National Register nominations, education projects,

surveys, planning for preservation, and other planning
projects (Eligible: recognized Certified Local Governments,
which are registered local governments with active historic

preservation commissions).

August 15

Iowa’s Nonprofit
Innovation Fund

$20 million investment to assist nonprofit organizations
meet the increased demand for resources following the

COVID-19 pandemic. It provides grants to help nonprofits
that have struggled to invest in much-needed infrastructure.
The program provides a maximum award of $3 million, with
a minimum request of $500,000. Eligible expenses for the

infrastructure projects include construction costs,
acquisition, site development, and engineering and

architectural services.

September 1
(date may be

flexible,
depending on
how fast funds

go)

IEDA Destination Iowa
Program

Destination Iowa is an ARPA $100 million pool of funds that
consists of four funding programs.  These are:

Economically Significant Development Fund, Outdoor
Recreation Fund, Tourism Fund, and Creative Placemaking

Fund.  The first three funds are more traditional in nature
and include capital projects that address these three areas. 

The creative placemaking pool funds a small number of
very large placemaking projects on a long-term basis

(Eligible: local governments and certain nonprofits, with
some exceptions).

September 1

CDBG Community
Facilities and

Services

This annual competitive program offers grants to assist
communities for a variety of projects including day care

facilities, senior centers, vocational workshops and other
community services such as storm water projects. (Eligible:

local governments)

Ongoing, until
funds run out

Iowa Historic
Preservation Tax Credits

– small projects

Up to 25% of project cost in the form of a State tax credit to
offset the costs of the building rehabilitation or restoration.
Project must affect a designated historic building on the
National Register of Historic Places.  Projects can have

eligible costs up to $750,000 (Eligible: property owners –
governments can partner to mobilize the project).

Ongoing

ITC/ IRDC "Power of
Connection" Community

Grant Program

Grants up to $5,000 for capacity building, strategic
planning, studies or assessments for a variety of community

programs and issues (Eligibility: rural communities)
Ongoing

Highway Safety
Improvement

Provides grants for low-cost, systematic safety
improvements in the $10,000/mile range, focusing on lane

departure crashes. (Eligible: local governments)
Ongoing

Traffic Engineering
Assistance

Program (TEAP)

Provides 100 hours of engineering assistance for
operations and traffic safety issues. (Eligible: local

governments)
Ongoing

 
 

As always, SICOG provides this un-exhaustive list of grants to generate ideas about possible projects and
provide funding guidance. Grant funding sources are increasingly interested in creative solutions to problems
and many are willing to support not just construction but also operations.  If your community has a problem
that outside funding might address, then please contact your SICOG office.  We would be glad to help and
can attend a local meeting at no cost to discuss the project or idea.

SICOG Executive Board Meeting of May 3, 2022
 
Chairperson Jerry Walker called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. at the SICOG office. The following
members were present: Christensen, Davidson, Fitch, Holmes, Leners, Lesan, Nelson, Riley, Taylor, Trickey,
Walker and Zabel.
 
Staff present: Waddle and Brimm. 
 
Walker inquired about changes to the agenda and Waddle suggested removing items # 13, 14 and 15. Fitch
made a motion to approve the agenda with the removal of items #13, 14 and 15. Trickey seconded the
motion, all ayes. Motion carried.
 
Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 29th meeting and correcting the date of the April
meeting from the 14th to the 4th.  Nelson seconded the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.
 
Trickey made a motion to approve the financial reports as presented for the months of March and April. 
Leners seconded the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.
 
Fitch made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing Waddle as the official / agent to obligate the
agency’s funds by signing the application materials, effective May 16, 2022.  Riley seconded the motion.
Walker took the roll call vote: Birt (absent), Christensen (aye), Davidson (aye), Fitch (aye), Holmes (aye),
Leners (aye), Lesan (aye), Nelson (aye), Riley (aye), Taylor (aye), Trickey (aye), Walker (aye) and Zabel
(aye).  Motion carried.
 
Trickey made a motion to bill SIDG for RLF administration. Christensen seconded the motion. All ayes, motion
carried.
 
Other items discussed included: committee appointments, IEDA CDBG contracts, EDA contracts, building
renovations, RLF applications received, insurance claim, audit report, grant report, attorney invoice, financial
projections, and budget committee meeting.
 
Fitch made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:35 p.m.  Riley seconded the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.
 
 
Minutes Submitted by Brimm

 

July 4, 2022 - Independence Day, SICOG Closed.
July 5, 2022 - SICOG Executive Board Meetings
July 12, 2022 - ATURA Board Meetings
August 2, 2022 - SICOG Executive Board
Meetings

Copyright © 2022 Southern Iowa Council of Governments, All rights reserved. 
If you no longer wish to receive this monthly newsletter or wish to have a new address added to our

mailing list, please e-mail sicog@sicog.com and make that request. 

Our mailing address is: 
Southern Iowa Council of Governments

101 E Montgomery St.
Creston, IA 50801

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

https://webmail.mediacomcchosting.com/#
https://webmail.mediacomcchosting.com/#
http://iowagrants.gov/
http://iowagrants.gov/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MjYuNTg1MjM5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pb3dhZWRhLmNvbS9ub25wcm9maXQtaW5ub3ZhdGlvbi1mdW5kLz9wcmV2aWV3PXllcyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.iB50RLGyJKpZIKtQeP3R1ewp-UGg1toePCXPlBdaowg/s/633942591/br/131985531944-l
mailto:rounds@sicog.com
http://www.facebook.com/sicog
https://us4.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/www.sicog.com
https://sicog.us4.list-manage.com/vcard?u=b5551321dd8c260d49c230e6d&id=e3b10517e2
https://sicog.us4.list-manage.com/profile?u=b5551321dd8c260d49c230e6d&id=e3b10517e2&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=d60cae8cc6
https://sicog.us4.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=b5551321dd8c260d49c230e6d&id=e3b10517e2&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=d60cae8cc6
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=b5551321dd8c260d49c230e6d&afl=1

