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$1,855,000 in Grants awarded to SICOG 
Communities 

Housing Rehabilitation and Water Water Plant 
Improvements

Iowa Economic Development Authority awarded grants to the Cities 
of Osceola, Creston, Afton and Greenfield in September. The 
federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds the 
grant program to benefit low and moderate income individuals who 
reside in smaller cities. Each grant award seeks to preserve existing 
housing stock and will address owner occupied homes within the City 
limits. Owner occupied rehabilitation focuses on three areas of 
improvement: energy efficiency, exterior improvements, and the 
removal of architectural barriers in order to allow aging residents to 
remain in their home. Lead hazards and radon mitigation are also 
addressed.

The City of Creston will install exterior improvements on six homes 
and remove architectural barriers in four homes with an award of 
$417,000. The City of Afton will install exterior improvements on six 
homes and remove barriers in two homes with an award of 
$334,000. With their award of $252,000 each of the Cities of 
Greenfield and Osceola will install exterior improvements on six 
homes.

Osceola’s grant will help with the construction of one phase of the 
redevelopment of the wastewater treatment facility. This $600,000 
will fund a part of the administration/lab building, a $2 million 
project. The overall wastewater facility will cost nearly $50 
million. This will meet environmental requirements, increase 
capacity for residents, commerce, and industry, and improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of infrastructure management.

mailto:sicog@sicog.com
http://www.sicog.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SICOG
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As always, if there is 
anything I can do, please

let me know. 
Our phone 
number is

641.782.8491.
Remember, we

are working for you.

Timothy Ostroski
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First off, I would like to congratulate Creston, Afton, Osceola and
Greenfield on their success in receiving over $1,255,400.00 in 
CDBG Housing Rehabilitation grants. These projects will help 
preserve existing housing and benefit persons of moderate and low
incomes. As is our role, SICOG staff prepared the successful grant 
applications.

SICOG Assisted Almost $2 Million in Federal and State Grants
during September 

Despite COVID-19, your SICOG staff has been working hard to bring federal 
and state funds for very needed projects.  Recently awarded grants include:

§ $1,420,000.00 million in business assistance revolving loan funds from the 
Economic Development Administration (EDA) through the CARES Act

§ $390,945.00 planning grant from the Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) through the CARES Act. The funds will be used for planning and capacity building to help support 
economic recovery from COVID-19.

§ $1,255,400.00 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) housing rehabilitation grants through 
the  Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA).

§ $600,000.00 in CDBG Water and Sewer grants through IEDA. Congratulations to Osceola. 
§ $133,857.00 in FEMA funds for Fire Department PPE and equipment. Congratulations to Osceola.

SICOG has written over $8,829,186.00 in grant requests and $5,587,186.00 million has been award. That is a 
return of about $78 dollars for each $1 given by the cities and counties. To date SICOG has over a 68% 
success rate.

0% Interest Business Loans Now Available

SICOG has funding available for businesses needing access to capital. Any new or expanding business in the 
SICOG Region can apply for funds through the SICOG Revolving Loan Fund Program. SICOG’s program 
has adopted policies designed to help local businesses during the pandemic, including new lower interest 
rates of 0-2%. Businesses can apply for up to $350,000 and do not need a credit rejection letter. Eligible 
expenses include equipment or machinery, real estate, or working capital. 

SICOG Business Recovery Initiative Coming Soon

SICOG will be seeking proposals from communities, chambers, and economic development organizations to 
support rural economic recovery and resilience following COVID-19. Up to $5,000 will be available to 
implement proposals from selected organizations. Interested parties will be asked to include an overview of 
their project, goals of the project, how the project positively impacts our rural communities, and how the 
project ties back to economic recovery and resiliency. Information about the program and submission 
instructions will be provided in the next few weeks. 



SICOG Executive Board Meeting of September 1, 2020
Chairman Christensen called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. The meeting was held through ZOOM with 
some members calling in on their phones. Roll call was taken with the following members present: Birt, 
Christensen, Davidson, Fitch, Leners, Lesan, McCann, Riley, Twombly, and Zabel.
Staff present: Ostroski and Brimm.  
Twombly made a motion to approve the agenda. Zabel seconded the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.
Leners made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2020 and August 11, 2020 meetings.  Birt
seconded the motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.
Fitch made a motion to approve the financial reports for the months of July and August.  Riley seconded the 
motion, all ayes.  Motion carried.
Lesan made a motion to approve the budget for FY 21, as presented. Birt seconded the motion. All ayes, 
motion carried.
Twombly made a motion to approve the addendum to the RLF grant awards, as presented. Riley seconded 
the motion. All ayes, motion carried.
Twombly made a motion to approve the Depository Resolution, as presented. Zabel seconded the motion. A 
Roll  Call vote was taken: Birt - aye, Christensen - aye, Davidson – aye, Fitch – aye, Leners – aye, Lesan –
aye, McCann – aye, Riley – aye, Twombly – aye and Zabel – aye. All ayes, motion carried.
Other items discussed included: Covid-19/Cares Act – Planning Grant, Budget Committee, Building 
Renovations, Covid-19/Cares Act – New RLF, Grant Report, Budget/New Contracts, Homes for Iowa, 
Project List, Mural Program, Status of Organization, and State & Federal Legislature.
Twombly made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:38 p.m.  Zabel seconded the motion, all ayes.  Motion 
carried.
Minutes Submitted by Brimm
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November 3, 2020
SICOG & SIDG Executive Board Meeting
Election Day

November 10, 2020
ATURA Board Meeting

November 11, 2020
SICOG office will be closed for Veterans Day

November  26th and 27th

SICOG office will be closed for Thanksgiving
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Iowa Department of Public Health provides communities throughout Iowa with grant funds and technical 
assistance to support environmental and policy changes around active living and healthy eating.   The Cities 
of Winterset and Mt. Ayr received grant funding for the 2020/2021 fiscal year.  However, the program 
resources and publications are available to every city and are especially relevant to Parks and Recreation 
Departments, Zoning and Planning Committees, and Public Health offices among others.  Check it out on the 
web at http://www.iowahealthieststate.com/.
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;2020 SICOG PARTNERSHIPS
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PLATINUM ($2,500)
§ City of Osceola
§ Clarke County Development Corporation
§ John Wayne Birthplace Society, LTD of Winterset

DIAMOND ($1,500)
§ Creston City Water Works
§ First National Bank of Afton & Creston
§ Iowa State Savings Bank of Corning, Creston,  

Diagonal & Lenox                    
§ Lenox Municipal Utilities

GOLD ($1,000)
§ Garden & Associates, Ltd. of Creston & Oskaloosa

SILVER ($500)
§ American State Bank of Lamoni, Osceola & 

Winterset 
§ Corning Municipal Utilities 
§ First National Bank of Osceola
§ Gilbert True Value of Leon & Osceola
§ Greater Regional Medical Center 
§ JEO Consulting Group of Ankeny
§ Michael Foods of Lenox
§ North Stone Apartments & Corkrean Construction 

of Winterset
§ PCSB Bank in Clarinda, Corning, Creston,

Lenox & Mount Ayr
§ Southwest Iowa Rural Electric Cooperative of 

Corning, Mount Ayr, & Stanton
§ Tyler Insurance Services of Creston & Mount Ayr
§ Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. of West Des Moines

BRONZE ($250)
§ Adams Community Economic Development 

Corporation
§ Akin Building Centers of Corning & Creston
§ City State Bank of Mount Ayr
§ Clarke County Hospital
§ Clarke Electric Cooperative of Osceola
§ Community Development Corporation of Greenfield
§ Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Orient, St. 

Charles & Winterset
§ FNB Bank of Fontanelle & Greenfield
§ Great Western Bank of Creston
§ Lenox Development Corporation
§ Ringgold County Development Corporation
§ Saylor Realty, LLC of Osceola
§ Snyder & Associates, Inc. of Ankeny and Atlantic
§ Southwestern Community College
§ State Bank of Brooks
§ TS Bank of Corning
§ Union County Development Association
§ Union State Bank of Greenfield
§ Union State Bank of Winterset

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

The regional Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
grant and the regional Surface Transportation Block Grant 
(STBG) program deadlines are quickly approaching. These 
two grant programs are utilized by regional entities to 
improve their transportation networks. Most often this 
entails road reconstruction or resurfacing, bridge 
replacements, and trail construction, however, there are 
many other uses of these funds. Although there are 
caveats, eligible projects are generally as follows:

TAP:
Trails and trail enhancements
Sidewalks and sidewalk enhancements
Historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic 
transportation facilities
Vegetation management practices in transportation rights-
of-way to improve roadway safety, prevent against 
invasive species, and provide erosion control
Streetscaping and corridor landscaping
Safe routes to school-related projects

STBG:
Road construction, reconstruction, or rehabilitation
Bridge construction, reconstruction, or rehabilitation
Transportation planning and studies all TAP-eligible 
projects.

Eligible entities for these programs include local 
governments (cities and counties), regional transportation 
authorities, transit agencies, or a natural resource/public 
lands agencies. Additionally, a non-eligible project 
sponsor may partner with an eligible co-sponsor in 
applying for funds.

Projects must be submitted by February 15, 2021 in order 
to be considered by the RPA-14/ATURA Policy Board and 
to be included in the next regional Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). Most eligible project types 
require a 20% local match. 

To apply for these funds, please contact RPA-14/ATURA 
Transportation Planner Stu Burzette by email 
(burzette@sicog.com) or by phone (641-782-8491) to 
discuss the project in advance to determine eligibility and 
receive the application materials, if eligible.

mailto:burzette@sicog.com
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Approaching Grant Opportunities
The following are deadlines for popular grants our members and associated organizations should consider.  The 
SICOG due date is a date when the applicant should have all relevant information to SICOG to finish the application 
on time.  SICOG has the staff and experience to assist our communities submitting the best possible applications for 
these funds.   There are many other sources, so if you have a project, please let us know.
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As always, SICOG provides this un-exhaustive list of grants to generate ideas about possible projects and provide 
funding guidance. Grant funding sources are increasingly interested in creative solutions to problems and many are 
willing to support not just construction but also operations.  If your community has a problem that outside funding 
might address, then please contact your SICOG office.  We would be glad to help and can attend a local meeting at no 
cost to discuss the project or idea.

Source/Program Funding Uses SICOG Due Date

Strengthening Community 
Grants

Supports rural Iowa communities by investing in infrastructure projects for youth 
development, healthy living and social responsibility initiatives (Eligible: Federally tax 
exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations)

October 25

FEMA Assistance to 
Firefighters Grants

Specialized PPE for firefighters, members of fire-based EMS organizations, and certain 
non-affiliated agencies ($100 million supplemental) (Eligible: local fire and EMS entities)

October 25

IDNR Conservation Education 
Program

Small grants to fund conservation education programs (Eligible: local governments) October 20

America Walks Community 
Change Grants

$1,500.00 in community stipends for projects related to creating healthy, active, and 
engaged places to live, work, and play (Eligible: local governments, non-profits, schools)

October 30

IDNR Emerald Ash Borer 
Grant

Simple application that provides up to 200 tree seedlings for local communities that 
have lost trees due to the emerald ash borer to be placed on public or private property 
(Eligible: local governments)

October 30

Community Attraction and 
Tourism (CAT)

Tourism, recreation, and entertainment capital projects, such as museums, libraries, 
swimming pools, trails, large recreational areas, amphitheaters, etc. (Eligible: local 
governments, nonprofits, some private entities)

November 1 (if funds 
available)

CDBG Water and Sewer 
Program

Water and wastewater capital improvements: plants, mains, lagoons, pumps, towers, 
etc. (Eligible: local governments)

November 1 (next 
quarterly round)

IDNR Fish Habitat Program 
and Wildlife Habitat 
Promotion

Programs and projects to improve fishing and wildlife habitat. (Eligible: County 
conservation boards)

November 1

New Markets Tax Credits Tax credits for economic investments through the Community Development Financial 
Institutions Fund. (Eligible: certain certified community development entities)

November 1

USDA Community Connect 
Program

Funding resources to help rural communities and areas build broadband infrastructure 
(Eligible: partnerships of local governments, economic development groups, and ISPs)

November 10

USDA Rural Economic 
Development Loan and Grant 

The purpose of the program is to promote rural economic development and job creation 
projects. (Eligible: Local governments and other parties can apply through a rural electric 
cooperative or similar entity)

December 1

IDNR Solid Waste 
Alternatives Program

Program to encourage landfill alternatives – recycling, diversion, new technologies, new 
manufacturing processes, etc. (Eligible: local governments and certain nonprofits)

December 1

Alliant Energy Foundation 
Community Grants Program

Grants for playgrounds, health and wellness projects, public safety, education, culture 
and arts, and other local needs (Eligible: local governments and non-profits in 
communities served by Alliant Energy)

December 31

FEMA Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program

Hazard mitigation plans and projects, including tornado safe rooms, building and utility 
retrofits, minor flood control projects, elevations and relocations of buildings in flood 
hazard areas and storm water management projects (Eligible: local governments and 
some nonprofits)

Floating December 31 
(NOIs as soon as 
possible)

ITC/ IRDC "Power of 
Connection" Community 
Grant Program

Grants up to $5,000 for capacity building, strategic planning, studies or assessments for a 
variety of community programs and issues (Eligibility: rural communities)

Ongoing

Highway Safety Improvement Provides grants for low-cost, systematic safety improvements in the $10,000/mile range, 
focusing on lane departure crashes. (Eligible: local governments)

Ongoing

Small Town Sign 
Replacement
Program

The program will provide up to $5,000 for signs and signposts per applying community 
on a first-come, first-served basis. (Eligible: local governments)

Ongoing

Traffic Engineering 
Assistance
Program (TEAP)

Provides 100 hours of engineering assistance for operations and traffic safety issues. 
(Eligible: local governments)

Ongoing
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Spotlight on 
Fontanelle

Wellmark Small MATCH Grants Make Big Impact on the Region

5 projects of the 28 awards in Iowa were granted in our region.  The Wellmark Foundation Small MATCH 
Grant is up to $25,000 to be matched by at least $12,500 to develop projects that help people feel better, be 
more active, and have access to healthy foods. The projects funded in our region include:

Lenox – pocket park development in their downtown
Murray – recreational complex trail project
Van Meter – modern playground equipment
Greenfield – city park improvements
Madison County – Environmental Learning Center (conservation center)

SICOG prepared the Murray project application but had a much more limited, if any, role on the other 
projects.  SICOG also submitted an application for a regional recreational trail plan, which was not funded. 
We still intend to work on a trails plan and may seek other funding.  Congrats to these communities.  We 
anticipate the Wellmark Foundation to open its next round of funds at the beginning of 2021. Let us know 
how we can help you with your project.

Congratulations and Best Wishes to the Ringgold County Historic Preservation 
Commission established September 28, 2020

Skylar Burdette Jan Johnson Gary Scott
Kay Carey Tony Mercer
Abby Elliott Kim Scharfenkamp

USDA Community Connect Grant Program

If your community or rural county has no or limited options for high speed internet or broadband, the 
Community Connect Grant Program may make sense.  A webinar is set for Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 10 
AM.

USDA staff will provide an overview of the FOA, major eligibility and regulatory requirements, the 
application process, and provide guidance on how to submit a successful grant application.  There will also 
be time for participants to ask specific questions about the Community Connect program and the new 
application process.

The Community Connect Program provides financial assistance to eligible applicants that will provide 
broadband service in rural, economically challenged communities where service does not exist. The 
application window for the FY2021 funding round is currently open and will close on December 23, 2020.

To learn more visit: https://www.rd.usda.gov/community-connect.  Contact SICOG in the coming weeks for 
assistance with broadband connectivity uses.

https://www.rd.usda.gov/community-connect
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Strengthening Community Grants
The Strengthening Community Grant program supports rural Iowa communities by investing in infrastructure 
projects for youth development, healthy living and social responsibility initiatives.  Eligible projects involve the 
renovation or maintenance of existing facilities that are located in cities with a population of less than 28,000.

Funding for the program is made possible through an appropriation by the Iowa Legislature to the Iowa 
Department of Cultural Affairs through the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund.  The application deadline is Nov. 
20.  Please contact SICOG soon to learn more or began an application.

Contractors Needed for Residential Properties

18 Contracts Available in Dexter, Fontanelle, Leon, 
28 Contracts Available in Afton, Creston, Greenfield, Osceola

New Historic Preservation Grant to Open Soon
The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs will soon open a new grant program that will offer up to $125,000 
grants for projects that preserve historic buildings in Iowa.  This is a one-time program, so we anticipate they 
are looking for “ready to go” projects of a larger nature than what they can funds easily with other State grants, 
such as the CLG or HRDP.  This is a unique opportunity.  If you have a historic building that needs significant 
investment, please contact Jeremy or Rana at SICOG for more information or assistance.  The application will 
soon be available at https://www.iowaculture.gov/.

Iowa Announces COVID-19 Residential Utility Disruption Prevention Program
Financial Assistance Available to Eligible Low-Income Iowans for COVID-19 Utility Disruption Prevention
The program will provide eligible households with up to $2,000 towards electric, natural gas and 
water bills if they are at risk of disconnection due to an inability to pay due to a COVID-19 related loss of 
income. Payments through the program will be made directly to utility providers and applied to the applicant’s 
account.
For a full list of eligibility requirements, additional information, and to apply, visit iowahousingrecovery.com.  
Applications will be accepted between October 8, 2020 and November 20, 2020, or until funding is depleted, 
whichever comes first.  Assistance will be awarded based on application completeness and eligibility in order 
received until all funds have been exhausted.

The above cities have been awarded grant funds to complete home repairs. Some of the grants are for 
rehabilitation while other grants are to make minor repairs and install safety and energy efficiency updates to 
the home. Construction will begin in 2021.  

Contractors do not need to be bonded, however, contractors need to be registered and/or licensed with the State 
of Iowa and carry liability insurance with limits of $1-$2 million and be lead certified.

The projects are funded by a federal grant awarded to each City.  The Southern Iowa Council of Governments 
(SICOG) in Creston will handle the bid process and manage the construction projects on behalf of the City.  
For each project, the contractor will have a chance to bid on the work in a contract with the city. 

Please refer any contractor or sub-contractor interested in being part of these projects to either Stu Burzette or 
Rana Scarlett at SICOG at 641-782-8491.  Email is welcome to burzette@sicog.com or scarlett@sicog.com.  

https://www.iowaculture.gov/
mailto:burzette@sicog.com
mailto:scarlett@sicog.com
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From the Planner’s Desk... 

Southern Iowa Council of Governments Executive Board

SICOG is a non-profit organization 
that provides and coordinates 

community and economic 
development services primarily 
through the delivery of planning 

services, technical program 
assistance, grant writing and 
administration to assist local 

governments and others in their 
efforts to improve the social and 
economic well-being of its eight 

county service area.

Southern Iowa Council
of Governments

101 E. Montgomery Street 
Creston, IA 50801-2406
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