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THE WINDMILL

More than $2 million in grants awarded for
Iowa arts and culture
.

Strike up the band: The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs
recently announced more than $2 million in 176 grants for
cultural organizations and projects across the state, funded
by the Iowa Legislature and the National Endowment for the
Arts. This year’s full list includes more than 129 grants from
the Iowa Arts Council to Iowa artists and arts organizations,
totaling $1.3 million. The funded projects run the gamut and
represent a broad range of creativity that will benefit Iowa
communities for years to come.
This year’s grants funded these projects in Southwest Iowa:
• The Creston Arts Mentor Mural Mash Up;
• Design for awnings for the Restored Creston Depot;
• The Henry A. Wallace Farmhouse Renovation;
• The Levitt Amp Earlham Music Center; and
• Madison County Courthouse Exterior Restoration project.
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A View From the First Tee
First off , I would like to WELCOME two new members to the SICOG team. Rana Scarlett
joined SICOG on July 1st as our Regional/Housing Planner and Dana Dodge started July
13th as our Planning Tech. See related article and short bio elsewhere in this newsletter. Welcome Rana and Dana!!!
I am sure that you are mostly in overload from the number of emails and newscasts that you receive every day. So, I
will not mention Covid-19 at all in my “A View from the First Tee”. But, please, know that we are working for our
members and continue to complete applications and projects every day. Just a reminder that the seven (7) water and
sewer and DTR’s are progressing, the seven (7) CDBG Housing Grants are continuing (3 nearing completion),
comprehensive plans are being written and new CDBG housing/water and sewer/DTRs/ and other projects are moving
forward.
Everyone here on team RAGBRAI was disappointed that this year’s event was cancelled. We all understand the
reasoning, but the number of indoor training was tiring. As a bonus, we are all in better shape for putting in the
training hours. We have all committed to riding next year; we will see what develops.
It has been nearly a year since I last reported on SICOG’s grant activity. I mention this because I had to request to
include in this column a report of SICOG’s achievements for our member cities and counties.
TOTAL Applications Submitted
TOTAL FUNDED
TOTAL Denied
PENDING

$8,102,513
$2,843,784
$ 625,652
$4,633,077

Golf season is continuing and many of you know that golf is one of my passions (if not the only one). I regret to inform
you my season is over! July 5th was the last day I played. Shoulder surgery has put me on the disabled list. My goal for
physical therapy is firmly directed towards playing with a guy (I am sure he won the Mason City Open) in Phoenix in
February 2021.
Speaking of “What have we done for you lately”, SICOG staff does a lot more than prepare stellar grant applications.
We also have completed dozens of other planning and technical assistance projects.
As many of you are aware, we continue our “Partnership Program”. This is a program to expand our services and work
efforts to our member area. Elsewhere in this newsletter, is a page identifying our current partners. I would like to
express my sincere gratitude to the individual organizations and financial institutions that have joined the ”Partnership
Program 2020”.
I would highly recommend reading the rest of this newsletter.

As always, if there is anything we can do for you, please
do not hesitate to call at 641-782-8491. REMEMBER we
are working for you!
Tim Ostroski
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Meet Rana Scarlett: SICOG’S Newest Regional Planner
Rana joins the SICOG staff after careers in non-profit administration and practicing law in
Nebraska. A native of the Anita area, she returned to Iowa in 2018 and chose Madison County as
her home. As a Regional Planner, she pairs her interest in community development with her
research and writing background. Rana’s primary areas of responsibility will be housing
rehabilitation and development, community wellness and resource, building resources for business
and community responsiveness to COVID-19, and business development.
She has a special interest in historic preservation and enjoys working with people and lengthy data
reports. Since moving to central Iowa in 2018, Rana has been actively involved in the volunteer
groups and serves on the Leadership Team of the Madison County Heart & Soul Initiative, is a
member of 2020 Madison County Leadership Institute Class and a board member of the North
Ward Plaza, a low rent housing agency operated by the City of Winterset.
As a volunteer, Rana has written grant and funding proposals
for the Covered Bridges Scenic By-ways Council, the Madison
County Community Foundation, Friends of the Madison County
Courthouse, and the Madison County Leadership Institute.
Prior to joining SICOG, Rana operated R.Scarlett Scribe,LLC,
a fund development and grant writing service for nonprofits
without a development staff.
Rana enjoys the beautiful scenery in central Iowa and
opportunities to hike and enjoy the outdoors. She appreciates
any recommendations for good books and recipes. Her favorite
time of the year in Iowa is every time it snows!

.
Iowa
League of Cities 2020 Virtual Conference held
September 16-18th.

Virtual Rural Iowa Summit held August 20-21
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2020 SICOG Partnerships
PLATINUM ($2,500)
§
§
§

ATURA Transportation Planning

An update on RPA-14/ATURA
Transportation Planning:
In July, the RPA-14/ATURA Policy Board
adopted the 2021-2024 Transportation
Improvement Program. This document
lists all Federal-Aid sponsored projects in
the region for surface transportation
infrastructure improvements. This
includes road repairs, bridge repairs, trail
construction, and transportation planning
funds. Moving forward into the new fiscal
year, RPA-14/ATURA will be developing
the new Long-Range Transportation Plan,
which will be the guiding document for
regional transportation planning for the
next five years. The process will include
data analysis and public input to
determine what is the best and most
appropriate way to improve the surface
transportation network in the counties of
Adair, Adams, Ringgold, Taylor, and
Union. If you are interested in being
involved in the process or just interested
in transportation projects in general,
please contact Stu Burzette by email
(burzette@sicog.com) or by phone (641782-8491).

City of Osceola
Clarke County Development Corporation
John Wayne Birthplace Society, LTD of Winterset

DIAMOND ($1,500)
§
§
§

First National Bank of Afton & Creston
Iowa State Savings Bank of Corning, Creston,
Diagonal & Lenox
Lenox Municipal Utilities

GOLD ($1,000)
§

Garden & Associates, Ltd. of Creston & Oskaloosa

SILVER ($500)
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

American State Bank of Lamoni, Osceola & Winterset
Corning Municipal Utilities
First National Bank of Osceola
Gilbert True Value of Leon & Osceola
Greater Regional Medical Center of Creston
JEO Consulting Group of Ankeny
Michael Foods of Lenox
North Stone Apartments & Corkrean Construction
of Winterset
§ PCSB Bank in Clarinda, Corning, Creston,
Lenox & Mount Ayr
§ Southwest Iowa Rural Electric Cooperative of
Corning, Mount Ayr, & Stanton
§ Tyler Insurance Services of Creston & Mount Ayr
§ Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. of West Des Moines

BRONZE ($250)
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Adams Community Economic Development
Corporation
Akin Building Centers of Corning & Creston
City State Bank of Mount Ayr
Clarke County Hospital
Clarke Electric Cooperative of Osceola
Community Development Corporation of Greenfield
Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Orient, St.
Charles & Winterset
FNB Bank of Fontanelle & Greenfield
Great Western Bank of Creston
Lenox Development Corporation
Ringgold County Development Corporation
Saylor Realty, LLC of Osceola
Snyder & Associates, Inc. of Ankeny and Atlantic
Southwestern Community College
State Bank of Brooks
TS Bank of Corning
Union County Development Association
Union State Bank of Greenfield
Union State Bank of Winterset

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED
SUPPORT!
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From the Planner’s Desk...
Funding Expanded for 5-2-1-0 Healthy Choices Count (7/22/2020)

The Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) today announced expanded funding of 5-2-1-0 –
Healthy Choices Count!, which began in 2017 in Iowa. Five new communities will receive grants,
while eleven communities currently funded for the initiative will receive additional grants. The
funded communities will work to create environments that support healthy choices. Bringing
evidence-based strategies for healthy living into communities, schools, childcare and out-of-school
programs, health care practices and workplaces, 5-2-1-0 Healthy Choices Count! reaches children
and adults where they live, learn, work, and play.
New communities each receiving $30,000 in FY21 include:
•Ottumwa, Wapello County
•Scranton, Greene County
•Sergeant Bluff, Woodbury County
•Spencer, Clay County
•Winterset, Madison County
Communities receiving a second year of funding at $10,000 include:
•Cherokee, Cherokee County
•Grinnell, Poweshiek County
•Hampton, Franklin County
•Missouri Valley, Harrison County
•Waterloo, Black Hawk County
•Storm Lake, Buena Vista County
Communities receiving a final year of funding at $5,000 include:
•Clinton, Clinton County
•Keosauqua, Van Buren County
•Manning, Carroll County
•Mason City, Cerro Gordo County
•Mount Ayr, Ringgold County
5-2-1-0 Healthy Choices Count! is a health-focused movement for children and families under the
nationally recognized program, 5-2-1-0 Let’s Go!. This proven, scientific method helps keep kids
healthy by focusing on four numbers:
•5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables;
•2 hours or less of screen time (television, computer, video games, phones, etc.);
•1 hour or more of physical activity; and
•0 (or reduce) sugar-sweetened beverages, more water
For more information about 5-2-1-0 Healthy Choices Count!, and to see how communities are
implementing 5-2-1-0 strategies, visit https://idph.iowa.gov/52
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IEDA Announces COVID-19 Small Business Utility Disruption Prevention Program
Financial Assistance Now Available to Eligible Small Businesses for COVID-19 Utility Disruption
July 17, 2020 (DES MOINES) – The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) today announced
the launch of the new Small Business Utility Disruption Prevention Program. The program will
provide short-term relief to eligible small businesses and nonprofits that faced significant hardship
in the payment of utility bills for service provided during the months of disruption to their business
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The program offers grants up to $7,500 to be applied to utility bill
debt for eligible small businesses.
“Iowa’s small businesses and nonprofits keep our communities and our economy moving forward,
and they have been hit hard in these unprecedented times,” said IEDA and Iowa Finance Authority
Director Debi Durham. “We are proud to work with our utility partners statewide through this new
program to help reduce the burden and position small businesses for recovery and growth.”
A funding allocation of $14.5 million from the CARES Act is available to IEDA for this initiative. To be
eligible to receive assistance, businesses must have:
• a physical (non-residential) location in Iowa and 50 or fewer employees;
• not received funding from the IEDA’s Small Business Relief Grant Program;
• experienced a COVID-19 loss of revenue on or after March 17, 2020, that resulted in unpaid bills
for electric or natural gas service provided between March 17, 2020, and June 30, 2020; and
• remained in operation or re-opened at the time of application.
For a full list of eligibility requirements, additional information and to apply,
visit iowabusinessrecovery.com. Applications will be accepted between July 17, 2020, and August
21, 2020, or until funding is depleted, whichever comes first. Applications will be reviewed in the
order received. Assistance will be awarded based on application completeness and eligibility until
all funds have been exhausted. Questions regarding the Small Business Utility Disruption
Prevention Program can be submitted via email to energyrecovery@iowaeda.com or by phone at
1.855.300.2342.

City Financial Reports Available Online

What is your city's financial condition, and how does it compare to other cities in the region and
throughout Iowa? New Annual Fiscal Conditions Reports are now available from the Iowa
Government Finance Initiative (IGFI), facilitated by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
These reports provide municipalities with a thorough of analysis for their financial condition, and
the ability to compare themselves with other cities in Iowa. Trends and opportunities can be
identified through this analysis and comparison. To view the report on your city, visit
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/igfi/city-reports.
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Covid-19 Expense Reimbursement Information
On Tuesday, August 4, Governor Reynolds announced the distribution of $125 million directed
to local governments in Iowa for the reimbursement of expenses related to COVID-19. $100
million will be divided between cities and counties with $25 million reserved for matching
funds required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The Iowa League of
Cities is assisting the state in the distribution process. This document was published by the
State of Iowa, which provides guidance on the process, the timetable for documenting and
submitting covered expenses.
The League will distribute guidance and a sample resolution in the near future and other
pertinent information as it becomes available. Please monitor your email for future
communications from the League and the State of Iowa, as this process will have hard
deadlines that cannot be missed.

New Water, Wastewater, and Storm Water Project Funding Source
The 2020 Wastewater and Drinking Water Treatment Financial Assistance Program (WTFAP)
application is now available.
Grants will be awarded to water and wastewater projects based on the following priorities:
• Disadvantaged communities
• Projects that will significantly improve water quality in their watershed
• Projects that use alternative wastewater treatment technologies (all projects proposing
alternative technologies must be approved by DNR)
• Communities with the highest sewer or water rates
• Projects that use technology to address nutrient reduction
• Projects that will improve source waters for drinking water utilities.
Applications are due September 25. Contact SICOG immediately if you might have an eligible
project idea.

USDA Rural Development Community Facilities Funding
Most of our region qualifies for the USDA Rural Development Community Facilities Program. This
program is an “open window” grant that funds from 15% to 75% of numerous types of community
facilities programs, such as childcare facilities, emergency vehicles and equipment (police, fire, EMS,
etc.), other public safety equipment (such as warning sirens), and other municipal and county
equipment and vehicles (road graders, etc.). Normally, these funds are very limited, but most of our
region falls into the special disaster pool of funds, and USDA is encouraging more applications. Please
contact Jeremy, Stu, or Rana at the SICOG office or your area USDA office in Indianola or Atlantic for
assistance.
7
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FEMA Introduces BRIC Program for Hazard Mitigation Funding

In 2019 FEMA introduced the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) and this year
has really pushed this new program. It replaces the underfunded Pre-disaster Mitigation Program
(PDM) with a new program designed to be faster and more flexible in terms of how quickly the
funds can be used and how flexible the types of projects can be. In August or September, we
anticipate the notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) for the current year’s program will be issued.
While we do not know details, there have been a series of webinars SICOG has joined to learn more
about the program. This program focuses on infrastructure, community lifelines, and property
protection, all needs and issues in our region. In August, FEMA plans to roll out one or more
webinars about the NOFO. We’ll keep you updated in upcoming issues of the Windmill.

Ongoing IEDA Assistance for COVID Response and Recovery
The Small Business Utility Disruption Prevention Program offers grants of up to $7,500. Governor
Reynolds has allocated federal CARES Act funds to assist small businesses and nonprofits
economically impacted by COVID-19. The Iowa Economic Development Authority’s Small Business
Utility Disruption Prevention Program will provide short-term relief to eligible small businesses and
nonprofits that face significant hardship in the payment of utility bills for service provided during
the months of disruption to their business.
The CDBG Infectious Disease Response funds have been virtually exhausted but SICOG is taking
project ideas in the event that more funds become available. This program provides relatively small
grants using an expedited application process to fund new or expanded public services, such as:
• Job training to expand the pool of healthcare workers;
• Provide additional testing, diagnosis or other services at a fixed or mobile location;
• New or expanded child care services by a non-profit organization; and
• Create an expanded meal delivery service for quarantined individuals:
Requests for equipment to allow city/county staff to telecommute is not considered part of a new
or expanded service and will not be considered under this program. Contact SICOG with any
questions about these resources.

Census Reminder

Respond to the 2020 Census today to help make sure your community does not miss
out on funding and representation for the next 10 years. Learn more and complete
your form at 2020CENSUS.GOV.
If your community needs help with any Census 2020outreach efforts, please contact
Jeremy or Stu at SICOG. Remember that you, as elected
officials and/or ambassadors of your community, have a
role in personally reminding and encouraging people to
complete their census.
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Approaching Grant Opportunities
The following are deadlines for popular grants our members and associated organizations should consider. The SICOG due date is a
date when the applicant should have all relevant information to SICOG to finish the application on time. SICOG has the staff
and experience to assist our communities in submitting the best possible applications for these funds. There are many other sources,
so if you have a project, please contact us.
Source/Program

Funding Uses

SICOG Due Date

Iowa Certified Local Governments
(CLG) grant

Historic preservation activities, including National Register nominations, educational
projects, surveys, planning for preservation, etc. (Eligible: local governments in good
standing with Iowa CLG program)

August 20

Alliant Energy Foundation
Community Grants Program

Grants for playgrounds, health and wellness projects, public safety, education, culture
and arts, and other local needs (Eligible: local governments and non-profits in
communities served by Alliant Energy)

August 20

RISE Local Development Grant
Program

Funding to provide road/street access to expand business parks and development
areas (Eligible: local governments)

August 20

IDNR Solid Waste Alternatives
Program

Program to encourage landfill alternatives – recycling, diversion, new technologies,
new manufacturing processes, etc. (Eligible: local governments and certain nonprofits)

September 1

Federal Rec Trails Program

Acquisition, construction or improvement of recreational trails and related facilities
(Eligible: local governments)

September 1

Water Recreation Access CostShare Program

Constructing or improving boat access facilities to Iowa’s lakes and streams. Projects
can include boat launching ramps, loading/off-loading docks and other structures to
enhance use by the public. (Eligible: local governments and water body owners)

September 1

Community Attraction and
Tourism (CAT)

Tourism, recreation, and entertainment capital projects, such as museums, libraries,
swimming pools, trails, large recreational areas, amphitheaters, etc. (Eligible: local
governments, nonprofits, some private entities)

September 1

CDBG Water and Sewer Program

Water and wastewater capital improvements: plants, mains, lagoons, pumps, towers,
etc. (Eligible: local governments)

September 1 (next
quarterly round)

Iowa West Foundation

Community and economic development, education, and human needs projects
(Eligible: local governments and nonprofits serving Adams and Taylor Counties)

October 1

.

Specialized PPE and related equipment and supplies for firefighters,
members of fire-based EMS organizations, and certain non-affiliated
agencies ($100 million supplemental) (Eligible: local fire and EMS entities)
Water, sewer, and some storm water projects that improve water quality and
provide essential water and sewer treatment (Eligible: local governments)

September 1

Branching Out

Tree planting projects in public spaces (Eligible: Cities served by Alliant Energy)

October 1

IDNR Fish Habitat Program and
Wildlife Habitat Promotion

Programs and projects to improve fishing and wildlife habitat. (Eligible: County
conservation boards)

November 1

Main Street Challenge Grant

Building and property improvement projects in Main Street districts (Eligible: Main
Street Iowa designated communities)

TBD, usually early fall

ITC/ IRDC "Power of Connection"
Community Grant Program

Grants up to $5,000 for capacity building, strategic planning, studies or assessments
for a variety of community programs and issues (Eligibility: rural communities)

Ongoing

Highway Safety Improvement

Provides grants for low-cost, systematic safety improvements in the $10,000/mile
range, focusing on lane departure crashes. (Eligible: local governments)

Ongoing

Small Town Sign Replacement
Program

The program will provide up to $5,000 for signs and signposts per applying community
on a first-come, first-served basis. (Eligible: local governments)

Ongoing

Traffic Engineering Assistance
Program (TEAP)

Provides 100 hours of engineering assistance for operations and traffic safety issues.
(Eligible: local governments)

Ongoing

FEMA Assistance to
Firefighters Grants
Wastewater and Drinking
Water Treatment Financial
Assistance Program

September 1 (see
article)

As always, SICOG provides this un-exhaustive list of grants to generate ideas about possible projects and provide funding guidance.
Grant funding sources are increasingly interested in creative solutions to problems and many are willing to support not only construction,
but also operations. If your community has a problem that outside funding might address, please contact your SICOG office. We would be
glad to help and can attend a local meeting at no cost to our members discuss the project or idea.
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Two Large CDBG Projects Now Complete; Corning Funded
Since early June, two major CDBG-funded projects have been complete and are now
closing out. Mount Ayr’s nearly $4 million water main reconstruction involving most
of the city is now complete and in operation. That project involved a $500,000 CDBG
grant we administered plus a low-interest Iowa State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan for
the remaining costs.
The Winterset Downtown Revitalization (DTR) façade project is now also complete.
This grant, funded by a $500,000 CDBG grant, rehabilitated the building facades of
17 buildings in the Winterset Courthouse Square Historic District. Matching funds
included about $650,000 from the City of Winterset and $300,000 from building
owners.

This June Corning was awarded a $500,000 grant to complete a $1.5 million water
main rehabilitation project. This project is a collaboration with the IDOT, which is
reconstructing the Highway 148 corridor. The Corning Municipal Utilities plans to
issue revenue bonds for the match. SICOG is administering this federal grant.
Congrats to these towns.
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Community Development Grants Awarded

In June, Creston was notified it was awarded $100,000 from the IEDA’s Community Catalyst
Building Remediation Program to continue work already underway to transform the a former retail
space into a microbrewery and to further renovate upper-story housing in Uptown Creston.
The City of Afton was the recipient of two small but competitive grants for projects that are part of
Afton’s Healthy Hometown Plan. In June the City was informed it received a $1,954 grant from the
Build With Bags Program, sponsored by the Iowa Grocery Industry Association and Keep Iowa
Beautiful. This grant will allow Afton to purchase recycled material benches and planters for a
pocket park already under development on the town square. About the same time, the City was
awarded $2,500 from the AARP Livable Communities Challenge. This grant will fund a part of the
costs to build a parklet on the town square. A parklet is often a temporary/portable structure built
on a street, parking space, or sidewalk to allow for outdoor seating and socialization. SICOG led in
the preparation of these applications.
Lenox is also the recipient of a $20,000 grant from the new Rural Innovation Grant under the
Growing Rural Iowa category for its Main Street Pocket Park. This pocket park is part of Lenox’s
Healthy Hometown Plan. The Leading Ladies of Lenox, a group of local community activists,
prepared the application with SICOG’s assistance.
Creston was one of six rural communities to receive a grant from the Iowa Rural Housing Readiness
Assessment Grant program. This grant, prepared by SICOG, will fund the bulk of the costs for an
Iowa Rural Housing Readiness housing assessment and initial work on implementing the resulting
recommendations.

Several Recreation Grants Awarded

SICOG prepared or assisted with the following grants funded recently for park and recreational
projects. Congrats to each project.
Corning was notified it was a recipient of a $100,000 Wellmark Foundation Large MATCH Grant in
late May. This grant will help fund the Hull Street Trail, which is the rehabilitation of a bridge and a
paved 1,000-plus foot trail that connects the school to residential area and the school district’s
athletic complex on the west side of the city. The competition for this grant is fierce and only a
small percentage of the awards were funded.
Murray was awarded $50,000 from the IDNR’s Land and Water Conservation Fund for Phase 2 work
on its new multipurpose recreation complex now under development. Phase 1 of the facility is
now complete and the ball fields are useable. Phase 2 will involve more trail development, more
complete parking spaces, and other continued work to bring the complex to a more finished state.
In June, SICOG submitted a Wellmark Foundation Small MATCH application for this same project.
In early May, the City of Van Wert was notified it was awarded a $1,000 gran from Alliant Energy
Foundation for a planned playground replacement.
Creston’s McKinley Park Aquatic Center (MPAC) is moving toward its funding goal with another
$10,000 from the South Central Iowa Community Foundation.
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From the
Desk...
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AdairPlanner’s
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SICOG is a non-profit organization
that provides and coordinates
community and economic
development services primarily
through the delivery of planning
services, technical program
assistance, grant writing and
administration to assist local
governments and others in their
efforts to improve the social and
economic well-being of its eight
county service area.

Southern Iowa Council
of Governments
101 E. Montgomery Street
Creston, IA 50801-2406
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